26                     Sir William Forbes.
was in equilibria, as when one affirmed and and they had a notion that Providence w« favour of him who was in the right. But that in a duel, he who was in the right h chance than he who was in the wrong, thei stituted the present mode of trial, and gav to him who is in the right.'
We sat till near two in the morning, h good while after my wife left us. She had shew all respect to the Sage, she would g bed-chamber to him and take a worse1. T] gratefully mention, as one of a thousand o I owe her, since the great obligation of her accept of me as her husband2.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 15'. Mr. Scott came to breakfast, at which I h Johnson and him, my friend Sir William Fo sligo"; a man of whom too much good cann
1  See ante, iii. 245.
2  Boswell writes, in his HypocJiondriacks:—' N singular, independent of any additions which affe may perhaps have made, I resolved to have a more marriage than common, and bargained with my 1 not be bound to live with her longer than I really whenever I tired of her domestic society I should t it up.   Eleven years have elapsed, and I have never advantage of my stipulated privilege.'  London Ma± ante, ii. i6r,note I.
3  Sir Walter Scott was two years old this day. house at the head of the College Wynd.    When well returned to Edinburgh Jeffrey was a baby thy years a neglect to prosecute a crime which was known. He would not allow that a murder, by not being discovered for twenty years, should escape punishment4. We talked of the ancient trial by duel. He did not think it so absurd as is generally supposed ; ' For (said he) it was only allowed when the question
